' nookie plays ‘the. Catalyst. And

; ‘«-around heaving themselves into

o t‘hetr‘tlung were staging the first

’cory" Everyone is havmg the

: vpanty and the people oufside,
' . with their eyes glued.to sweat-

- his quota,
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Working
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Tt happens ' every time Oga-

they play. on. weekend nights
e'very two or three weeks

.’What happens is that you have
200 people " inside - jumping

theelectric. rock-out bluegraSs
suunds doing their: ﬁhung ag if

Baccfuanahan fest. — -the one
that made hlsbory =

‘ I-l‘lstory‘7 Who cares-about his-

time of his: life. It is one big

stained .windows, wish,”oh, how
they wish;, they were. old enough
or had: bhe $1 cover charge to
enter. ¢

Or. they;wiish sqmeone: would
leave o ‘the doorman, who has
ould Jet- them 1in.

The doorman makes his  quota, |
it appears; when he sees that a
. 'person .can’t: qwalk - two steps
without bumiping into someone|’
else or a. pleaemf furniture.

“lcalled Olatu

,onerea;son Og:' ookie. Sounds! -

)

Snday, Juiy 39, 1972

(like an An emcan Indisn pastry,
no? Or a swamp in. bhe South?

Actually | it’s

its name from another group
gi and the- Drims
of Passwn Olatungb sounded

es untll(g bhey ar-

is
goodtlme beca ise it makes peo-
ple smile and jump’ about it:is
fast and syncopated; it is very
melodic. and’ pncourages the
smgalong ‘

Their. music IF different for
several reasons, the most signi-
ficant being that ‘all the players
are very, competent You can
see this in Bob: Stern’s electric

'violin soles  ‘or George Havis

pluckmg an. electric banijo as if
it were a guitar. :

Electric - violin 'and velectric| .
banjo ecan produce some - odd
sounds together, and: when they-

‘ré played with the elan brought
to- them by Stern and Havis;
¢ the harmonies and counterpoint

are qilite’ exbnaordmary, at least
on_the cohtemporary scene.

Bmuce Frye, who playls mosctly

a  five-piece]
“*high enerdy”” band which took

better be a small,

rhythm -and does . the ead vo-
cals, has a fairly: stfro ig. voice
that blendstin well withh the in-

'stvumentals Tim'~ A¢kerman

rocks: steady on drims, })iurt sel-
dom -solo;’ .and Jack tBowers
Wmtes most of the somy

Bowers, Who also pla; »S man-
dolin and electric. planoy writes
songs very muchin thg tradi-
tional bluegrass vein, and also
some ballads.: -

You have 'to clamb 'thl\

rmdmu
lously narrow, steep and wind-
ing road a half-mile in: what
“high Wered
car to get to Ogamookme stBrook-
dale spread, The Planrta 'on
The band lives in- '§
wooden dwellings on' 6% acres
of land which also .sporfs four
gardens, a 2,300 .degre¢ kiln,
four dogs, God knows how many
cats and: Peter Troxell} Oga-| .
nookie’s manager. z(;-;j
In a converted gama
band is getting ready
tice. -Stern says, ‘Georgej:
n’t-you got a new song?” |
George says-yes, he dog
he doesn’t have any lyrie
The others say go ahea

" the
prac-
Thave:

, but
yet.
play

Jit. And he does. Everyone likes

it. George asks nf amryone wants

S S

Thmgs )ut, Mus1cally

to. help wath the lyncs No om;emaﬂed the housebands at Town

answers, -
“What about .Iack?’v’f‘j He
writes most of the songs. .

"' “No, I've got enough to. do,”
Jack said, He’s about to: play

two new songs. The group. has a

repertoire of 40 songs; some of

which are traditional, but most

of them are original,

Finally, George says to- '1‘1rn
how about it? Tum doescn’t re-
fuse.

Now, it’s Jack’s turn and he
plays a mew ballad on piano.
“Far out,” says Bob. George
agrees. They say they’ll work on

1/it; but move on instead.

Bob picks up the bass. and
sings his new song, It is-the
most lyric, very catchy. It’ll: go

/| But -not now.

In walks Peter and ﬂhey dis-
cuss their calendar. Recently
they went to Los Angeles -and
played 9 gigs (shows) in, eight
days. They did the 'I‘rorubasdor,
KPFK radio and a TV . show
called Head Shop.-

Last year they played 150
gigs, a 100 .of which were in the
county. They’ve played virtu-
ally everywhere and could: be

dand. Country and the Oatalyst

Playing also' at UCSC. once' a|§

month and for private . partiés,

you could say they’re the most|§
active and highest name band|}

in the county—that is, if you
scratch Moby Grape, which ap-
pears to be scrapped

Peter wants to know if the

band will take.a $125 gig for alj

local party..There is some hesi-

tancy because it means playing|§

more than the fellas want to;

- But Bob says, “Yeah, we’ll
have to take it. if Wé’-re going
to fix the cars.” Oganookie has
six vehicles, but they’re. not in
the best of shape They need
work, and since George, who
used to be the mechanie, nol,
longer monkies with wrenohes
the auto work has to be farmed
out. Which means the band
needs. money. So they. take the

ig.

Oganookie likes fo practace
twice a week, play three times
a week (whlch they’ve been able
to do) and rest one day. You! re
right about those figures adding
up to six. On the other ld)ay, they
all give lessons.

Peter has seitled the calendar
question, .and it’s' time for Jack

to play another new song. He,

(H
ist' Jack Bowers, violinist Bo

picks up guitar, plays “The Leg
Song.” .

Itisa synoopaned Foot-Kick-
ing number that ‘quickly climb|
pitch, then scuftles down, chang-
ing time. It is sure to be a. b1

hit, and. Oganookie senses -

S0 they begin to work right away -

on its arrangement.

Tim- is trying to figure o
the rhiythmic change in the scut:
tle down. It goes from the dow:
beat, suddenly to the “uphea
then back to the downbeat.

Such turns-are. typical of Oga
nookie songs. The musicians a;
intellectually sharp (all, excep}
Bruce, met in the midasixtie_,

man, ‘ banjo‘ player - George -

at Havemford College in Pennssyl c:

vania), and they try not to play
what boreg them.

Bob says the rhythm ‘‘is like
being assaiilted by mosquitos.”}
He plays . a long, gaunt\ searing
Iegato around the ‘melody.’
“You're playing too much on

top,” says Jack.

~ “What do you mean?” asks|
Bob, But Jack hems and haws.|
He means it too prominent,
drowning -out the others. But

{1he doesn’t $ay that because he|

doesn’t want 1o offend Bob. Any-
way, Bob knows What Jack
‘means.

And s0 does George, who pla-

Havis, and gultarlst ‘Bruce
Frye L

/

ftes matters by saymg, “Bob.
should be solo. The banjo and.
gmtar are indispensible ‘to hhe
n hythm and .melody.”” :

Meanwhlle in walks lbwo-s ar-
old Beany, . the daughter’ of Di-
ana who lives with Peter, and
|Beany is trying to- tap out the
rhythm,. But somehow she can’t
‘get if.

Tim is still having. his trou-
bles too.- But neither he nor any-
one else suggests a’ simpler
thythm. Tim will figure it out,
and half the fun of the W’hole
setup is throwing in the twists,
|the  off patterns, nand workmg
t‘hem out, .




